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The General Archive acquires and preserves documents of historic interest relating to
political and administrative activity of the Municipality of Verona. Its documentary heritage
is primarily of 20™-century origin. All municipal documents from the Middle Ages to the 19"
century were deposited in the Verona State Archive in 1943, while those kept in the Town
Hall suffered significant losses during the bombardments of 1945.

Following reclassification and enhancement work performed in recent years, municipal
documents are now freely accessible. There are many categories of documents, among
them the minutes of the Municipal Council and Executive Committee meetings, contracts,
Technical Department files (supplemented by drawings and photographs) and financial
documents.

The files held in the archive describe the transformation of the city from the post-war
period to the present day, and the role played by the Municipal Council in this evolution,
which has touched every aspect of urban life: the development of new districts, road
networks and the transport system; the promotion of social and cultural services, such as
schools, museums, libraries and the University; economic growth, which the Council has
supported and encouraged through participation in municipal companies and support for
public-private partnerships.

However, the municipal archive is not merely a repository of the collective memory: it can
be used as a research tool to reconstruct one’s family history, or to build genealogical
trees from the records of the Anagrafi austriache (Austrian registers) —now in digital form
and accessible on-line — or from the military call-up lists.

Scholars, professionals, students, and citizens interested in local history will find that the

municipal archive can provide the documents they need for their researches or be used
simply to satisfy their curiosity.

Information: http://archivio.comune.verona.it
E-mail: archivio.generale@comune.verona.it
Study Room:

Monday to Friday 09.00-13.00. Tuesday and Thursday also in the afternoon 15.00-17.00;
Tel. 0039 045 8077207
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REGISTRY OFFICE RECORDS IN THE AUSTRIAN ERA (1834-1871)

WHAT THE ANAGRAFI AUSTRIACHE (AUSTRIAN REGISTERS) ARE

Between 1815 and 1866 Verona was part of the Kingdom of Lombardy-Venetia, under the
rule of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. The imperial government required all municipal
authorities to compile Ruoli di popolazione (Population Rolls), which correspond to
present-day registry office records. All residents in the municipal area were recorded, so
that population changes from whatever cause (birth, death, emigration, immigration,
marriage, etc.) could be monitored for statistical, financial and policing purposes.

Before consulting the records it is essential to understand the recording principles of the
registry office system and to be clear about certain key concepts:

COMUNE / FRAZIONE (MUNICIPALITY / HAMLET): an administrative unit with precisely
defined territorial boundaries, inhabited by a specific population. Its territory usually
coincides with that of a main population centre (Citta - city), but also includes the thinly
populated surrounding countryside, and possibly minor inhabited areas known as frazioni
(hamlets).

RUOLO DI POPOLAZIONE (POPULATION ROLL): a register, or set of registers,
containing records of all the inhabitants of a Municipality in a particular period. The
expression Anagrafe della popolazione (Population Register) is commonly used as a
synonym for Ruolo di popolazione (Population Roll), but it can be used more generically to
indicate the system for recording population data.

INDIGENI (INDIGENES): people who are settled in the municipal area. The term
corresponds to current “residents”.

FORESTIERI (TRANSIENTS): people from other Municipalities who live in the municipal
area for short periods.

FAMIGLIA (FAMILY): a group of people living together in the same dwelling.

FOGLIO DI FAMIGLIA (FAMILY RECORD): a document containing records of one or
more families. The civic number identifying each family dwelling is shown. Personal details
of every individual are noted: nome (forename), cognome (surname), paternita (father’s
name) and soprannome (nickname); these are followed by professione (occupation), data
di nascita (date of birth), data di matrimonio (date of marriage), luogo di provenienza
(place of origin) and data di arrivo (arrival date); finally, all the changes that have occurred
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over time (data deletion through death, marriage or emigration, granting of citizenship to
foreigners, etc.). For further details see the appendix “How to read a foglio di famiglia
(Family Record)”.

The Ruoli di popolazione (Population Rolls) are thus largely made up of fogli di famiglia
(family records), supplemented by indexes and, occasionally, statistical tables. Indigeni
(indigenes) and forestieri (transients) are recorded in separate registers.

The Population Rolls available on the web-site relate to the Municipality of Verona and
various small adjacent municipalities, the so-called comuni soppressi (suppressed
municipalities) that were annexed to the Municipality of Verona in the early decades of the
20™ century. Within the records for each municipality, the family records are grouped by
frazione (hamlet) and ordered either by numero civico (civic number) or alphabetically by
the surname of the capofamiglia (head of family).

The Rolls are divided into two series of archives. In theory, the first series was compiled
after the census ordered by the imperial government in 1833, and the second after the
1857 census. Actually, the period covered by each series is different for each municipality.
However, it is generally possible to identify one series for the years 1830-1840 and a
second series for the years 1850-1860. Compilation of some records continued for some
years after the annexation of Verona by the Kingdom of Italy in 1866.

THE ON-LINE REGISTERS

All pages of the registers from the Austrian era have been digitalised, and can therefore be
viewed on the web-site. Furthermore, every individual recorded in the fogli di famiglia
(family records) has been indexed, i.e. lists of names have been created which can be
searched on-line.

The 40.000 or more images that have been acquired, and the data bank on over 254.000
citizens of Verona, have been published on the web-site http://archivio.comune.verona.it,
where everyone may perform their own searches and view the documents.

There are three ways in which the site may be searched:

A simple, immediate and intuitive search (ricerca semplice) by forename and
surname. It can be used to search for individuals or families when at least the
surname is known.

An advanced search (ricerca avanzata), which may be performed by using other
search keys in addition to forename and surname.
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A third and more refined search method is by fogli di famiglia (family records),
allowing a user to navigate through the pages of the registers. It can be used to
open a family record whose number is already known (for instance, if it has been
referenced in another document) or to browse through the registers.

Further information on search methods can be found in the appendix “On-line searches”.

The digitalisation project has made the Ruoli di popolazione (Population Rolls) both known
and accessible on the Internet, and has contributed to the enhancement of an important
cultural heritage of Verona — an indispensable source of information, not only for anyone
conducting research into the population, but also for descendants of emigrants from
Verona.

REGISTER CONSULTATION IN THE STUDY ROOM

A person wishing to consult the registers in the Study Room of the General Archive may
need further technical information.

The following paragraphs detail the periods covered by each series of registers for each
municipality. The codes used to identify the registers on the web-site are shown in
parentheses.

MUNICIPALITY OF VERONA

The Municipality of Verona comprises the central area surrounded by the walls known as
Citta (City), and the suburban areas of Santa Lucia, San Nazzaro Extra, Santo Stefano
Extra and Tomba that lie outside the walls.

Registers are divided into two series of archives, held at different sites.

Ruolo di popolazione (Population Roll) from 1836 to 1855, kept at the Verona State
Archive (the identification codes of the registers are AS_1 — AS_41)

Ruolo di popolazione from 1856 to 1871, divided into the Ruolo degli indigeni (Roll
of Indigenes) and the Ruolo dei forestieri (Roll of Transients) and kept at the
General Archive of the Municipality of Verona (registers AC_1 — AC_105)
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SUPPRESSED MUNICIPALITIES

The minor Municipalities adjacent to Verona retained administrative autonomy from 1816
until the third decade of the 20™ century. Between 1927 and 1933 it was decreed that
some of them should be annexed to the Municipality of Verona, of which they are now
frazioni (hamlets).

Comune di San Massimo all’Adige
The Municipality was sub-divided into the hamlets of San Massimo and Chievo. The only
register held is:

Ruolo di popolazione (Population Roll) from 1834 to circa 1855 (registers AC_106
and AC _107)

Comune di Quinzano
The registers are divided into:

Ruolo di popolazione (Population Roll) from 1834 to circa 1854 (register AC_108)
Ruolo di popolazione (Population Roll) from 1855 to 1870 (register AC_109)

Comune di Avesa
The registers are divided into:

Ruolo di popolazione (Population Roll) from 1834 to circa 1846 (register AC_110)
Ruolo di popolazione (Population Roll) from 1852 to 1867 (registers AC_111 and
AC 112)

Comune di Quinto
The Municipality was sub-divided into the hamlets of Quinto, Poiano and Marzana. The

registers are divided into:

Ruolo di popolazione (Population Roll) from 1834 to circa 1840 (register AC_113): a
single register covers the frazioni of Quinto, Poiano and Marzana and Localita
Clocego.

Ruolo di popolazione (Population Roll) from 1847 to circa 1871 (registers AC_114 -
AC_116): one register was held for Poiano, and one for Quinto and Marzana.
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Comune di Mizzole
The Municipality was sub-divided into the hamlets of Mizzole, Pigozzo, Trezzolano,

Cancello and Moruri. The registers are divided into:

Ruolo di popolazione (Population Roll) from 1834 to circa 1845 (register AC_117)
Ruolo di popolazione (Population Roll) from 1846 to 1868 (registers AC 118 -
AC_122)

Comune di Montorio
The Municipality was sub-divided into the hamlets of Montorio and Olive. The registers are

divided into:

Ruolo di popolazione (Population Roll) from 1834 to circa 1838 (registers AC_123

and AC-124), one register per frazione.
Ruolo di popolazione (Population Roll) from 1846 to 1868 (registers AC 125 -

AC_127)
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The Austrian Registers from 1834 to 1871

HOW TO READ A FOGLIO DI FAMIGLIA (FAMILY RECORD)

Each family carries the cognome (surname) of its capofamiglia (head of

A

family), followed by a list of all members in order of importance: wife,
children, sons and daughters in-law, grandchildren and, lastly, all
servants. A family is interpreted as a group of people living together

Numero del foglio di famiglia
(family record number)

The section reserved for notes (note) is used
to record all the changes occurring over time,
such as death, marriage, relocation from one
home to another, expatriation and granting of
Austrian citizenship. The date of every change
and, where applicable, the details of the
relevant acts, are recorded here
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The Austrian Registers from 1834 to 1871

HOW TO READ A FOGLIO DI FAMIGLIA (FAMILY RECORD)

Cognome (surname), nome (forename),
paternita (father's name), maternita (mother’'s
name) and soprannome (nickname) are used to
identify a particular individual

Condizione (occupation) enables a
family’s social status to be assessed

N

O -

Coniugi (married couples)
can be identified through A
the data di matrimonio
(date of marriage)

Numero civico principale (principal civic number) identifies the The data relating to luogo di nascita
building in which a family lives, while the numero subalterno (place of birth), luogo di provenienza
(subordinate number) indicates the specific dwelling. In Verona, (place of origin) and data di arrivo in
an incremental system of civic numbering, defined in the Comune (date of arrival in the
Napoleonic era and continuously maintained until 1871, was Municipality) are essential for tracing
used in the area within the walls known as Citta (City) personal movements
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The Austrian Registers from 1834 to 1871

ON-LINE SEARCHES

SEARCHING FOR AN INDIVIDUAL

To search for an individual in the records of the Austrian Registers, choose
L’Archivio on line (On-line Archive) from the menu on the left followed by Anagrafi
austriache on line (On-line Austrian Registers).

This procedure is used for either a simple or an advanced search:

- simple (ricerca semplice): basic data, such as cognome (surname), nome
(forename) and paternita (father's name), can be used to identify an
individual

- advanced (ricerca avanzata): it is also possible to use soprannome
(nickname) and, for a married woman recorded in the Verona Roll of 1836-
1855, her cognome da nubile (maiden name), and to restrict the search to a
specific comune (municipality), frazione (hamlet), or period of time

Simple search

Fill in one of the following fields:
- cognome (surname)

- nome (forename)

- paternita (father’'s name)

Click on the Cerca (search) button

Alongside each field appears a Lista
(List) button, which provides a drop-

down list of search options to perform ’
indexed searches.

A list of results will appear below the search window; it can be saved by clicking on the Salva risultati (Save
results) button

To access the next window containing
an individual's complete identification
data:

\ Click on

The last two lines display the numero
di registro (number of the register) and
the foglio di famiglia (family record)
holding the individual's data.

Click on
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The Austrian Registers from 1834 to 1871

ON-LINE SEARCHES

From the foglio di famiglia it is
possible to open a new window
containing a list of the persons
recorded on the same page

To open a document, click on the
icon at the foot of the foglio di
famiglia. In particular, click on:

to see the document in high
resolution

to see the document in low
resolution

'

N

After opening a document it is
possible to:

enlarge and reduce it: click on
the image

download it: click on

view the previous and following
documents: click on

return to the family record
(Torna al foglio di famiglia)

Some documents contain further images that indicate the presence of additional documentation in the form of
scraps of paper attached to the foglio di famiglia, and often glued on the pages in a manner that obscures some
of the information. To read all of the data it is necessary to open the images indicated below the main document:

/
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